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Correction Appended

IN  many ways, 27-year-old Jonathan Holmes is the picture -perfect

next-generation philanthropist.  In  2004,  he was teaching art  at a

Maryland  boarding school Ñ  Òbecause I  wanted to affect the greater

good,Ó he said Ñ  when his aunt  asked him  to return  to New Jersey

and inject  new life  into  a limping  family  foundation.  He agreed, on

the condition  that  she allow him  to find  a mission Òbased on what I  felt  was really

needed in  these communities.Ó

After  a year of intensive  research, during  which he

consulted other  teachers and former  professors, he arrived

at his desired Òantifoundation.Ó Called Children  Can Shape

the Future (childrencanshapethefuture.org ), it  finances

educational and community  projects in  Philadelphia  and

Camden, N.J., with  guidelines intended  to eliminate  Òall

the bureaucratic red tape.Ó Awards are based on site visits,

rather  than  professionally written  grant  applications.  A

grant  with  a 30-day turnaround  allows teachers to

capitalize on opportunities.

Mr.  HolmesÕs first  award, in  December 2006,  enabled students from  the Parkway

Northwest  High  School for  Peace and Social Justice in  Philadelphia  to take a field  trip  to

the Holocaust Museum in  Washington.

Not  surprisingly,  Mr.  Holmes relied heavily on the Internet  to figure out the basics of

foundation  building  Ñ  planning  a budget, making financial  decisions, assembling and

working  with  a board. He also joined  organizations like the Council on Foundations and

the Association of Small Foundations in  hopes of finding  more support.  But whenever he
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the Association of Small Foundations in  hopes of finding  more support.  But whenever he

attended meetings, he found  himself  a fish out of water.

ÒI generally felt  like one of the youngest people in  the room,Ó he said. ÒI havenÕt found  a

group or  even any classes geared toward  the struggles that  younger people have running

foundations.Ó

In  an era in  which the number  and the variety  of nonprofit  groups are exploding,  and

young people are flooding  the field,  Mr.  HolmesÕs need for  community  is being shared by

many others in  his age group. That fact is often bemoaned on next-generation

philanthropy  blogs, like www.newvoicesofphilanthropy.org ,

insidefoundations.blogspot.com  and flip.typepad.com .

In  May 2008,  when the Council on Foundations holds its  Leadership Summit,  a

megaconference for  philanthropists,  it  will  offer  its  first  full  next-generation program.  It

is being put  together by three of the better -known young peopleÕs groups: Emerging

Practitioners  of Philanthropy  (epip.org), which supports a spectrum of grant -makers;

Resource Generation (resourcegeneration.org), for  young philanthropists  who want to

change society with  their  personal wealth;  and 21/64 (2164.net), a division  of the Andrea

and Charles Bronfman  Philanthropies.

Emerging Practitioners  was born  at a Council on Foundations conference in  2001. The

groupÕs executive director,  Rusty Stahl, then  in  a two-year apprenticeship program  at the

Ford Foundation , also felt  he was one of the youngest people there. One night,  he and

friends  decided to organize a dinner  for  their  kind.  ÒForty people showed up, which we

did  not  anticipate,Ó he said. ÒWe formed  a committee  out of that  dinner,  and that

became our founding  board.Ó

Today, Mr.  Stahl describes his groupÕs focus as Òemerging philanthropists  and

philanthropoids  Ñ  thatÕs a little -known term for  people who work  for  philanthropists.Ó

Now 31, he is intent  on creating Òa voice for  our generation,Ó he said. ÒAs the boomers

start  to retire,  there are going to be big gaps in  the workforce.  The for -profit  world

started thinking  about these generational issues some time  ago, but  the nonprofit

segment of the world  has not  caught up, and thatÕs what Resource Generation and my

organization  and a few others are trying  to hammer  over their  heads.Ó

For guidance on what he calls the Òscience of grant -making,Ó Mr.  Stahl usually refers

fledgling  philanthropists  to one of the groups that  Mr.  Holmes discovered on his own Ñ

the Association of Small Foundations, which offers extensive resources through  its  online

Foundation  in  a Box program.  He also suggests GrantCraft  (grantcraft.org ), Web-based

Ford Foundation  grant -making guides and workshops; Changemakers

(changemakers.org), a foundation  that  advances social-change philanthropy;  and the

Grantmaking  School (grantmakingschool.org ), which offers professional development

workshops through  the Dorothy  A. Johnson Center for  Philanthropy  and Nonprofit

Leadership at Grand Valley State University  in  Grand Rapids, Mich.

Emerging Practitioners  concentrates on Òthe art  of grant -making.Ó Its  star program  is

Philanthropology,  a set of daylong workshops that  Òorient participants  to the field,  and

equip them to handle the politics  involved  in  their  work,Ó Mr.  Stahl said. The group also

has a blog called EPIPhanies (epip.blogspot.com).

While  Emerging PractitionersÕ members are largely drawn  from  foundations  and

philanthropic  support  organizations, most Resource Generation members are working

with  inherited  wealth,  said Taij  Kumarie  Moteelall,  executive director.  ÒOur work  is

about helping young people come to terms with  their  own class privilege,Ó she said, Òand

then from  there take that  next step in  terms of how they can transform  philanthropy  as a

tool  for  social justice.Ó

Correction: November 21, 2007

An article  in  the special Giving section on Nov. 12 about young philanthropists  misstated

the name of an organization  that  advised a 27-year-old who was asked to run  his familyÕs
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the name of an organization  that  advised a 27-year-old who was asked to run  his familyÕs

foundation,  and a correction  in  this  space yesterday misspelled his surname in  some

editions.  It  was the Association of Small Foundations, not  the Association for  Small

Foundations, that  helped Jonathan Holmes (not  Homes).
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